
 

Candidate for Mayor - Name:  Emma Heyde  
 
 
Section A: 
1. Do you support as part of the Hornsby CBD Master Plan: 
(a) high rise residential towers on the east side of the Hornsby CBD;  
I think it makes sense to locate the next tranche of housing that the state government requires near public 
transport and the existing educational and shopping centre of our area, rather than allowing it across low-
density residential neighbourhoods.  
 
(b) would you consider seeking a reduction in height on the west side? 
I have tried, including having a public meeting onsite in 2019. However it would require ministerial intervention 
to get the heights changed. While I would love this area to have lower heights I am also not going to commit 
residents to a campaign with no chance of success.  
 
2. Do you support protection of Hornsby Shire’s existing tree canopy through the inclusion of the Native 
Vegetation Map in Council’s Local Environment Plan (LEP)? 
Yes 
 
3. Do you support increased parking at rail and metro stations? 
In some locations, but not all. Cheltenham, for example, has huge numbers of car spaces that are never used. 
Cherrybrook, on the other hand, has far too little parking and needs a shuttle bus service to get people to the 
metro as well as more parking onsite.  
 
4. Do you support inclusion of actual community and local business input into local area Master Plans such as 
Pennant Hills? 
Yes and I’m grateful to all the residents and businesses and the Civic Trust who have already publicly shared 
their preferences for the future of Pennant Hills.  
 
5. Do you support the commercialisation of public lands? 
In some instances this might be appropriate eg fitness trainers using ovals. But not at the expense of public 
users.  
 
6. Will you support continued protection of the Heritage Conservation Areas, heritage listing of more dwellings 
and protection of commercial heritage buildings? 
I’d be guided by the experts and Heritage Committee who are working hard on the Heritage studies of our 
Shire. They are likely to recommend more protections and many more listings.  
 
7. Do you support the protection of environmentally sensitive land from recreational impacts, 
particularly critically endangered ecological communities that are at risk of extinction?  
While there are instances where recreational impacts are inevitable, I would continue to strive to minimise 
them.  
 
8. Do you support the expansion of medium density housing zones in Hornsby Shire? 
In certain locations affordable medium density might help people age in place. There are examples of medium 
density development in Cherrybrook that is popular with residents and appealingly landscaped.  
 
9. Do you support subdivision of land around the rural villages and outer rural areas and the 
consequent higher local population density with its subsequent trickle-down impact Hornsby Shire road 
system? 
I am open to hearing arguments about why the rural villages need to expand, but at the moment I can’t see 
why they would need to.  
 
10. Will you actively support greater transparency in Council matters? 
I have always supported transparency and I strive to ensure my own decisions are made in the best long-term 
interests of the people who live here and our environment, and that I’m accountable for them.  
 
 



 
11. Will you support the exhibited Council Strategies on Biodiversity Conservation, Climate Wise, 
Urban Forest, Play Plan, Water Sensitive Hornsby and Sustainable Hornsby 2040? 
Yes  
 
12. Do you support Council taking an active role in Land and Environment Court developer Appeals? 
Council should continue to push back on non-compliant or inappropriate development.   
 
 
Section B - Please tell us why you want to serve as Hornsby Shire Mayor, what attributes you 
would bring to the role and what are your core values (max 150 words) 
Core values:  

• Openness and accountability 
• A commitment to looking after where we live: putting residents and the environment ahead of 

development or vested interests  
• A passionate belief in making sure as many people as possible have a say on Council decisions  
• Awareness that it’s the future of our children and grandchildren that matters. We need to leave this 

place (and this climate) in good shape for the next generation.  
Attributes:  

• A willingness to have an open mind and seek our diverse opinions and ideas on the future of our Shire 
e.g. my consultation with residents on mountain biking issues, the government land at Cherrybrook 
station and where the next Hornsby Shire library should be located.  

• Energy and commitment e.g. being available by phone, message or email seven days a week for four 
years.  

• An unmatched dedication to looking after residents’ concerns, no matter how big or small, e.g. meeting 
residents about commercial daycare businesses in their area in Castle Hill, Thornleigh, Pennant Hills 
and Cheltenham; answering thousands of emails over the last four years from people across the 
Shire.  

• A passion for working constructively with the community and with the other members of Council to get 
the best possible outcomes e.g. action on the climate crisis; rebates for reusable menstrual and 
nappy products; better bulky waste services.  

 
 
Section C - Please tell us what you see as the current and future important issues for Hornsby 
- How Council manages two huge projects at Westleigh and Hornsby Quarry without allowing current service 
levels to drop  

• The financial situation of the Council now that we won’t receive the promised compensation for the loss 
of the land south of the M2  

• The future of the rural lands in Ward A  
• How we drive down the waste to landfill rates  
• How to reduce the number of trees lost every year to development, 10/50 and residents wanting them 

removed 
• How to better protect the BYles Creek corridor  
• Improving the facilities and fabric of community centres which are shabby and inadequately 

provisioned  
• Recreational opportunities for older kids and teens, especially mountain biking  
• Funding for libraries, especially doubling the size of Pennant Hills library  
• The redevelopment of Hornsby town centre to accommodate the next tranche of housing that the state 

government requires.  
 


