
 
C Ward Councillor - Name:  Joe Nicita 
 
Section A - Please answer 'Yes' or 'No' to the foll owing questions: 
 
1.  Do you support medium density housing in the area around Cherrybrook Station that is under 

Hornsby Shire Council's control? 
I would be deeply concerned to see further substantial development in a setting like Cherrybrook, 
where existing roads and community infrastructure is not adequate and the environment is under 
threat. 

 

2.  Do you support protection of Hornsby Shire's existing tree canopy through the inclusion of the 
Shire's Native Vegetation Map in Council's Local Environment Plan (LEP)? 

 

Absolutely. During the previous term of Council, I fought to ensure that we had the most up to date 
and accurate data possible to inform our mapping of the much loved local bushland. To ensure the 
protection of our tree canopy, enshrining strong native vegetation mapping in the LEP is important. 

 

3.  Do you support increased parking at local train and metro stations such as Cherrybrook? 
Absolutely. A thriving public transport network is something we should strive for, but it must be 
supported with parking facilities able to meet demand so that residents can actually access our 
buses and trains - not everyone lives within walking distance of public transport points.  

 

4.  Do you support subdivision of rural land with its consequent trickle-down impact on the roads in C 
Ward as a result of the increase in population density? 
No. Subdivision of rural lands represents an example of inappropriate development - undermining 
the agricultural resources and beautiful countryside of the rural lands by turning fields into unit 
blocks. By putting even more people into these areas that are not designed for heavy residential 
use, roads and infrastructure will be put under significant strain. We must work with the community 
to ensure rural lands are protected and the local economy supported to ensure viable agriculture 
for generations to come. 

 

5.  Will you support continued protection of the Heritage Conservation Areas in Ward C, heritage 
listing of more dwellings and protection of commercial heritage buildings? 
Having sat on the Heritage Committee in the last term of Council, and represented the community 
at planning panels on a number of occasions where local heritage was under threat, I am strongly 
supportive of protecting Heritage Conservation Areas and ensuring that we do further work to 
protect more of our heritage in the face of inappropriate development.  

 

6.  Do you support the use of synthetic turf on playing fields? 
Undecided, however I do have concerns over the environmental impacts they may present and 
would not support putting them into areas closely associated with areas of bushland.  

 

7.  Do you support the protection of environmentally sensitive land from recreational impacts, 
particularly critically endangered ecological communities that are at risk of extinction? 
Strongly support, and have stood proudly alongside residents in tackling threats to endangered 
ecological communities such as Powerful Owls and the Dural Land Snail for many years. I have 
taken the case to a number of planning panels throughout my previous term to that effect. 

 

8.  Do you support the expansion of medium density housing zones in C Ward? 
I believe it is important to explore a range of housing options where appropriate. Much of C Ward 
is to my view however, not suited to higher density developments that may impact its bushland, 
heritage and the village atmosphere of certain suburbs. 

 

9.  With regard to the Byles Creek Valley, do you support: 
 

(a)  the proposed environmental rezoning of Byles Creek Valley as exhibited; and 
 

(b)  working with the State Government to facilitate acquisition of large lots not currently protected 
 
 



 
As one of the three Councillors responsible for the exhibited version of the Byles Creek Valley 
rezoning, I am strongly supportive of the measures described within, as they represent a true 
reflection of the community’s wishes in regards to protecting this important site. Unfortunately, it is 
not within Council’s budgets to be able to afford purchase of all the land we’d like to see protected, 
and therefore I believe we must work with the State Government (especially our local state 
representatives - the Premier and Treasurer) to secure such lots for the future of Beecroft’s 
environment.  

 
 

10. Will you actively support greater transparency in Council matters? 
A transparent Council is crucial to achieving strong, democratic outcomes and ensuring that 
residents are able to understand the actions being undertaken for their community. I will support 
greater transparency wherever possible.  

 
 

11. Will you support the exhibited Council Strategies on Biodiversity Conservation, Climate Wise, 
Urban Forest, Play Plan, Water Sensitive Hornsby and Sustainable Hornsby 2040? 
I will, and have done so during my time in the 2017-21 Council term in which we assisted in 
developing these important long term strategies.  

 
 

12. Do you support Council taking an active role in Land and Environment Court developer Appeals? 
Yes. 

 
Section B - Please tell us why you want to serve as  an C Ward Councillor, what attributes you 
would bring to the role and what are your core valu es (max 150 words) 
 
As one of those rare young people in local government, I would like to provide a voice for the youth of 
our Shire; something that too often goes unheard or is limited to very surface level engagement. I am 
a lifelong environmentalist and strong believer in community-led action; values that will reflect in my 
work on Council.  
 
Beyond that, I want to serve because of how much I love this community. We have an amazing home 
here, and being able to work for its future will always be a blessing.  
 
 
Section C - Please tell us what you see as the curr ent and future important issues for C Ward 
(max 150 words). 
 
C Ward is an amazing place, and epitomises a lot of what this Shire as a whole is about. It has some 
incredible heritage buildings and areas, a strong village atmosphere across certain suburbs, and rich 
tree canopy filled with precious wildlife. These are all things we need to protect. 
 
I see the most important issues for the Ward being inappropriate development, protecting 
environment and heritage, and building the infrastructure our community needs to thrive - from 
footpaths and parks to libraries and sources of renewable energy.  


